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REPORT.
To His Excellency Roger Wolcott, Governor of the Commonwealth.
The Board of Commissioners of the Firemen's Relief
Fund herewith submits its report for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1899.
The Board, as now constituted, consists of five members,
three of whom are appointed by the Governor and two are
annually elected by the Massachusetts State Firemen's Asso-
ciation. The personnel has remained unchanged since the
second year of its existence, and it is worthy of comment
that upon all subjects of importance there has seldom been
lack of unanimity in its decisions.
The past year has witnessed a somewhat abnormal con-
dition of affairs, and for the first time in the history of the
Board the fund has not proved sufficiently large to satisfy
all merited demands upon it. Heretofore, at the close of
each fiscal year there has been a balance in the treasury, to
be returned to the Treasurer of the Commonwealth ; this
year, the claims have been so many that the full amount of
the fund ($10,000) has been expended, and further claims,
to the amount of $786, have been granted, to be paid from
the new appropriation for the year 1899-1900. In addition,
two claims remain unadjusted. With the appropriation for
the new year encumbered with a debt of $786 from approved
claims of the old year, it is quite possible that the close of
the present year will see a financial condition similar to that
existing June 30, 1899, viz., claims for injuries demanding
compensation to an amount in excess of the fund at the dis-
posal of the commissioners.
The number of fires occurring throughout the Common-
wealth is increasing yearly, and this of necessity brings an
increase of fire duty and increased risk to accident and fatal
injuries, and in the same sense all these bring additional
demands upon the fund.
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The commission was first instituted under the statute July
1, 1890. Had there been a proviso at the outset for retain-
ing the unexpended balance, under proper safeguards, until
a reserve fund of $10,000 had been reached, doubtless the
exigencies of many years would have been provided for
without additional legislative appropriation. Existing cir-
cumstances, however, would seem to demand such legislative
action as would prevent an overdraft in the future.
In the conduct of its business the Board has endeavored
to pursue the utmost economy. At times, however, claims
have been presented of such a character that personal inves-
tigation has been deemed judicious. In such cases the com-
missioner residing nearest the locality of the claim has
usually been designated to visit the place and examine the
witnesses conversant with the case.
Early in the season a fire occurred in the town of Hanover,
where there is no organized fire department, and fire duty
was performed under the direction of the selectmen. In
order to avoid the payment of any illegal claims and not to
establish an unwarranted precedent, the chairman and Com-
missioner Plummer visited Hanover and thoroughly investi-
gated the various cases. They were met by the selectmen
and prominent citizens, who established without doubt the
validity of claims aggregating $778.50. One claim, involv-
ing somewhat peculiar points, remains unadjusted.
The Board has allowed 3,359 days injury benefits to
"call" men, 1,926 days injury benefits to "permanent"
men, 1,104 weeks 5 days benefits to minor children of fire-
men killed while in discharge of fire duty. There has also
been allowed, for 11 funeral benefits, the sum of $1,100.
Appended is a tabulated statement, showing amounts al-
lowed during the year for accidents and fatalities in various
cities and towns of the Commonwealth, with the causes of
the same ; also a record of the total disbursements each year
from 1890 to June 30, 1899.
Respectfully submitted, for the Board,
J. C. CROMBIE,
Chairman,
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STATISTICS.
Year ending June 30, 1899.
Claims considered, 241
Claims allowed, 224
Claims rejected, 16
Claims laid over for further investigation, 1
Distribution to Cities and Towns.
Attleborough, $27 00 Medway, . $100 00
Baldwinville, 72 00 Millbury, 9 00
Boston, . . 1,514 50 Natick, . 24 00
Brockton, 33 00 New Bedford, 42 00
Cambridge, . 619 50 Newburyport, 147 00
Chelsea, 39 00 Norwood, 130 50
Chicopee, 207 00 Northborough, 27 00
Clinton, 15 00 Peabody, 273 00
Danvers, 159 00 Pittsfield, 63 00
Everett, 127 50 Provincetown, 31 50
Fall River, . 224 00 Quincy,
.
52 50
Fitchburg, . 48 00 Reading, 93 00
Framingham, 16 50 Revere, . 171 00
Gardner, 63 00 Rockland, 195 00
Gloucester, . 106 50 Salem, . 73 50
Greenfield, . 30 00 Somerville, . 49 50
Hanover, 778 50 Sharon, 63 00
Haverhill, 237 00 Southbridge,
.
18 00
Holyoke, 225 50 Springfield, . 277 00
Hudson, 10 50 Turner's Falls, 18 00
Lawrence, 23 50 Ware, . 22 50
Leominister, . 27 50 Waltham, 246 50
Lowell, . 243 50 Watertown, . 15 00
Lynn, . 53 00 Wakefield, . 28 50
Maiden, 187 50 Westborough, 18 00
Mansfield, 100 00 Westfield, . 105 00
Marlborough, 203 00 Worcester, . 239 00
Medford, 78 00 Woburn, 135 00
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Causes of Injury.
Burns, 10
Building falling, caused by explosion, 13
Broken leg, 1
Breaking of hose pipe, 1
Cut by glass, 22
Collapsing of floor, 3
Caught between door and ladder truck, 2
Collision with engineer's team, . . 1
Collision with chemical engine and steamer, 1
Cut in eye, 1
Cut foot with axe, 1
Falling from ladder, 10
Falling down stairs, . . .9
Falling on sidewalk, 7
Falling from roof of building, 6
Falling over line of hose, 2
Falling slate, 2
Falling of scaffold, 2
Falling walls . . . 1
Falling timber, .1
Falling door, 1
Falling from horse, 1
Falling through window, . 1
Falling in ash pit, 1
Falling on car track, . . . 1
Falling of brick kiln, 1
Falling from street car, 1
Falling across limb of tree, .'
. . 1
Frozen fingers,
. . 1
Hot air explosion, 12
Hose wagon run over foot, 2
Hit by piece of wood, 1
Hose coupling dropping on foot, 1
Iron in ladder injured foot, 1
Jumping from fence,
. . . . 2
Kick by horse, 3
Nail in foot, 3
Nail ripped hand open, 1
Overcome by smoke 1
Pulling hose from wagon, 1
Run over by engine, . . 1
Run into hydrant, 1
Sprained back, 8
Sprained knee, 6
Sprained foot,
, . .1
Sprained hand,
. . 1
Struck by falling roof, 1
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Struck by falling ceiling, 2
Sunstroke, 1
Sliding down pole in engine house, 3
Shock from live wire, 1
Thrown from hose wagon, 10
Thrown from engine, 5
Thrown from ladder truck, . - 3
Thrown from chiefs wagon, 2
Thrown from wagon, 2
Thrown from carnage, 1
Transom bolt pulled out, 1
Toe crushed, 1
Wounded in leg by hay fork, 1
Causes of Death.
Building falling, result of explosion, 3
Falling from building,
Falling from ladder, .
Over-exertion,
Run over by ladder truck,
Run over by engine, .
Thrown from engine, .
Wall of building falling,
Disbursements from July 1, 1890, to June 30, 1899.
Foe the Teas anon Jcxk 30. Expenditure. Balance in Favor
of Commonwealth.
1891, $5,827 65 ?4,172 35
1892, 9,724 10 275 90
1893 8,911 40 1,088 60
1894, 8,422 11 1,577 89
1895, 9,617 06 382 94
1896, 9,406 76 593 24
1897 8,922 47 1,077 53
1898, 7,314 63 2,685 37
1899, 9,998 62 1 38*
* Claims to the amount of $786 have been granted, to be paid from appropriation
for next fiscal year.
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LEGISLATION.
[Chapter 177, Acts of 1892.]
An Act appropriating Ten Thousand Dollars Annually for
the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows
:
Section 1 . Before the first day of July in each year there shall
be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth to
the treasurer of the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association
the sum of ten thousand dollars. Said sum shall be paid from the
moneys received for taxes from fire insurance companies doing
business in this Commonwealth.
Section 2. The money so paid to said treasurer shall be known
and remain as the Firemen's Relief Fund of Massachusetts, and
shall be used as a fund for the relief of firemen, whether members
of said association or not, who may be injured while responding
to, working at or returning from an alarm of fire, and for the
relief of the widows and children of such firemen as may be killed
in the line of their duty aforesaid, in such manner and in such
sums as a board, to consist of five persons, two of whom shall be
appointed by the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association and
three of whom shall be appointed by the governor, shall deter-
mine ; the appointees of the governor shall not be members of said
association.
Section 3. The treasurer of the Massachusetts State Firemen's
Association shall give a bond with good and sufficient sureties to
the treasurer of the Commonwealth, in double the sum received by
him from said treasurer, for the faithful performance of his duties
under this act ; and shall make a detailed report under oath to the
treasurer of the Commonwealth of expenditures of the appropria-
tion made under this act, on or before the fifteenth day of July in
each year.
Section 4. The officers and members in active service of all
incorporated protective departments acting in concert with fire
departments, also any person doing fire duty at the request, or
upon the order of the authorities of any town having no organized
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fire department, and any person performing the duties of a fire-
man in a town having no organized fire department, shall be
eligible for benefits from this fund.
Section 5. All unexpended moneys received under this act by
the said Massachusetts State Firemen's Association shall be re-
turned to the treasurer of the Commonwealth on or before the
fifteenth day of July in each year.
Section 6. Five hundred dollars out of the amount hereby
appropriated may be allowed for incidental expenses of the dis-
bursing board, but otherwise no part of said ten thousand dollars
shall be expended for salaries or any expenses except as provided
in this act.
Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-
proved April 19, 1892.
[Chapter 375, Acts of 1894.]
An Act relative to the Bond of the Treasurer of the
Massachusetts State Firemen's Association.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows :
Section 1 . Section three of chapter one hundred and seventy-
seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-two is
hereby amended by striking out in the fourth line, the words
" double the sum received by him from said treasurer", and
inserting in place thereof the words :— the sum of ten thousand
dollars,— so as to read as follows :— Section 3. The treasurer
of the Massachusetts State Firemen's Association shall give a bond
with good and sufficient sureties to the treasurer of the Common-
wealth, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, for the faithful per-
formance of his duties under this act ; and shall make a detailed
report under oath to the treasurer of the Commonwealth of expen-
ditures of the appropriation made under this act, on or before the
fifteenth day of July in each year.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-
proved May 12, 1894.

